GEORGE THE THIRD
out of the question, for the King would never have sanctioned
a measure which publicly insulted his own mother. "What, then,
was the alternative ? To secure the exclusion of the Dowager-
Princess in Parliament. That seemed a certainty. Sandwich,
Bedford and—perhaps less resolutely—Halifax were determined
to deprive the King of the right to name his mother as Regent.
It is inconceivable that Grenville was not aware of their views
on this important matter.
The presentation of the Regency Bill in the House of Lords
was followed by a good deal of wordy argument.   Who con-
stituted ' the Royal Family ' ?   Had marriage made the Queen
an Englishwoman?    What was the position of the Dowager-
Princess ?   What was the status of the King's uncle and brothers ?
It was Charles Lennox, third Duke of Richmond, who put an
end to these casuistries by formally moving that the King's
mother should be declared eligible for the office of Regent.   His
motion was lost.   What happened next is not accurately known;
but apparently Halifax and Sandwich saw the King and acquainted
him with what had happened in the House of Lords.   It is not
difficult to imagine the royal disappointment:   George was a
loving and dutiful son, who was closely attached to his mother.
Sandwich as the more audacious of the two Secretaries of State
then suggested to the King that there was only one way of
avoiding an unseemly debate around his mother's name:   the
King himself should make a declaration to die effect that she was
ineligible for the office of Regent.   There was no sacrifice too
great to make to shield his mother from insult.   The poor man
consented to do what the Secretaries of State had advised.   Not
long after they had left the royal presence Grenville waited upon
the King, who at once informed him of the talk with Halifax
and Sandwich.   There is no evidence to show that the Prime
Minister was  man  enough  to  repudiate  the   action   of his
colleagues.
Horace Walpole related that Bedford * almost danced about
the House for joy ' when the Lords were told by Sandwich that
the King wished to exclude his own mother from the Regency.
It was a blow which the friends of the Dowager-Princess had
never expected: there was nothing more that they could do.
Lord Chancellor Northington, however, was not prepared to
spare his colleagues: in an audience with the King he frankly

